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i; at INITIATIVE OF MAJ GEN TRAN VAN DON f LT COL COMEIN 
‘MET WITH HIM MORNING 23 'PCT AT JOINT GENERAL STAFF. COVER. FOR 
• MEETING 'WAS DISCUSSION RECENT DEMARCHE MADE TO SECRETARY THUAN ' ’ 

AND COL TUNG WITH RESPECT TO SUPPCRT OF SPECIAL FORCES; • 

. ‘ . . ' • - 

2. GEN DON WAS QUITE AGITATED. HE STATED THAT THE GENERALS 

« 

COUP COMMITTEE HAD DECIDED TO ATTEMPT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
26 fOCTy NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN ORDER TO STAGE A COUP WITHIN THE WEEK! • 
HOWEVER; ON 22 OCT- GEN ^HAR KINS HAD CALLED IN GEN DON AND STATED 
THAT ‘HE CHARKINS) HAD REPORTS THAT COL NGUYEN K HUONG , A MEMBER 

• r 

• * J 

OF GEN DON’S STAFF, WAS PLANNING A COUP TO f^CCWT ON OR ABOUT 27 
OCT; OSEE USARMA SAIGON C-398, 21 OCT 63, DTG 2110557); GEN 
HARXINS ALLEGEDLY STATED TO DON THAT THIS WAS THE WRONG TIME FOR \ 

A COUP - ; THE WAR WAS GOING WELL AND THAT COL KHUONG SHOULD BE MADE 
TO CEASE AND DESIST IN HIS PLANNING. FURTHERMORE, GEN DON ASSERTED 

' * . t • 

THAT WORD- OF COL XHUONG’.S OVERTURES TO THE AMERICANS HAD REACHED 
THE PALACE; AS A RESULT, THE 5TH DIVISION AND THE 7TH DIVISION; • 
WHICH HAD BEEN COUNTED QN AS KEY ELEMENTS If! THE. SAIGON AREA -TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE. COUP, HAD. BEEN EXTENDED ON THEIR OPERATIONS 
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COMMITTEE ON 23 OCT TO TURN OVER TO CONEIN ON' 24 OCT, EYES ONLY 


• ! '* >»\ . 


; FOR THE AMBASSADOR. THE COMMITTEE’S POLITICAL ORGANIZATION PLAN. ; ^:r...|^^- ; 
V TO 'aCCQMFLISH THIS DON REQUESTED CONEIN . TO MEET H.IM AT 1900 ^ ‘ " ' ^ 
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HOURS' ON 24 OCT IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON IN ORDER . TO RECEIVE THIS - 

• • - •• • • ;■ •' •• •■■.vv: 


• • 


.PLAN.- ;■ • . 

K' : - 7i GEN HARKINS IS IN BANGKOK TODAY 
AMBASSADOR WILL DISCUSS MATTER. WITH -HIM 
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